Module 15 Case Study
Lauren Toups is a 9-month-old baby girl living with her parents and maternal grandmother in the small town of Iowa, Louisiana. Both of her parents are proud south Louisianans with 100% Cajun ancestry as far back as they can trace. Lauren’s grandmother was initially hesitant when her daughter started dating Lauren’s father, because she knew that they were distantly related, but when she talked to other family members and realized that the two were fourth cousins, she figured they were far enough apart in the family and grew to accept the relationship.
When baby Lauren was around 6 months old, her mother noticed that her development started to slow down a little, and she even started to lose the milestones that she’d previously gained, like sitting up and rolling over. She also noticed that Lauren started to have trouble focusing her eyes, so she took her to a pediatric ophthalmologist, who noticed that Lauren had unusual cherry-red spots on the retinas of both eyes.
Around this time, Lauren’s grandmother started to think back to her childhood, and remembered older relatives talking about cousins who they called “lazy babies”, who stopped developing normally, became limp over time, and eventually died. She became concerned, and encouraged Lauren’s parents to bring her to a genetics clinic in Lake Charles, the nearest big city.
What is your best guess as to the patient’s diagnosis? Provide a strong rationale for your answer.

What is the significance of the patient’s ancestry and place of residence to their diagnosis?

What is the significance of the patient’s parents being consanguineous? Explain the “founder effect” in populations like the one that the patient belongs to.

What is the prognosis for this patient? Will any medical interventions be ultimately successful in resolving this condition? Why or why not?

What could Lauren’s parents do prior to having another child, if they wish to prepare for the possible outcomes?




Case Study Grading Rubric
	CATEGORY

	Criteria for Mastery

	Points
Possible

	Question answers
	Enough background and terminology were given to provide context and significance. Terminology was accurate, well-defined, and appropriate for the target audience. Irrelevant information was excluded. Information supports the potential diagnosis and prognosis. Connections between ideas are used in logical order.
	5 per question (25 total)

	Style, Voice, and Design
	All grammar and spelling are correct. Abbreviations, slang, and contractions were avoided. Sentences are complete and in paragraph format (i.e., no bullets or lists). 
	5

	References
	
	Information was properly cited and taken from reputable sources. Citations were properly formatted according to APA Format Guidelines. 
	5




