
Honoring Patient Wishes: Understanding the Patient Self-Determination Act (PSDA)

📄 Assignment Description:
The Patient Self-Determination Act (PSDA) is a federal law passed in 1990 that gives clients the legal right to make decisions about their medical care—including the right to accept or refuse treatment and to complete an advance directive. This law applies to any facility that receives Medicare or Medicaid funding, but the ethical principles behind it apply to all clients, no matter how their care is paid for.
In Louisiana, health care decisions are often influenced by deep family ties, religious values, and cultural traditions. As a future Licensed Practical Nurse, you’ll be on the front lines of patient education and advocacy. This means helping clients understand their rights and making sure their wishes are respected—especially if they become too sick to speak for themselves.
In this assignment, you’ll reflect on how the PSDA affects your role as an LPN and how you would help educate a client about their rights in a respectful and culturally sensitive way.

✍️ Instructions:
Submit a short written response (approximately 150–250 words) that answers the following questions:
1. In your own words, explain the purpose of the PSDA and how it protects client rights.
2. Describe how you, as an LPN in Louisiana, would educate a client who doesn’t know what an advance directive is.
3. Why is it important to honor a patient’s wishes—even when they cannot speak for themselves?

✅ Grading Criteria (10 points total):
· Clear explanation of the PSDA (3 pts)
· Thoughtful description of how to educate the client (3 pts)
· Reflection on importance of honoring patient wishes (2 pts)
· Proper grammar, organization, and completeness (2 pts)


📎 Submission Instructions:
· Submit your response as a typed document (Word or PDF)
OR type directly into the Moodle assignment text box.
· Use complete sentences and proper grammar.
· No citations required, but use your own words.

