In this scenario-based activity, you will apply your knowledge of therapeutic communication and nursing care for clients with sensory and speech impairments. Read Mr. Thompson’s profile and thoughtfully answer the critical thinking questions using evidence-based communication strategies. Your responses should reflect clinical reasoning, empathy, and client-centered care. This exercise will help prepare you for similar real-world situations and develop skills essential for safe and effective nursing practice. Please submit your answers in paragraph format and refer to communication principles discussed in class and in your reading materials.

Communicating With Clients With Sensory and Speech Impairments
Client Profile
· Name: Mr. H.T.
· Age: 76
· Diagnosis: Stroke (CVA) affecting left hemisphere
· Medical History: Hypertension, Type 2 Diabetes, Hearing Loss, Cataracts
· Communication Impairment: Broca’s Aphasia (expressive), moderate bilateral hearing loss, early-stage vision loss (cataracts)

Scenario:
Mr. Thompson was admitted to the medical-surgical unit two days ago after experiencing a stroke. As a result of the stroke, he now has Broca’s aphasia, which causes difficulty expressing thoughts, though he can understand speech fairly well. He wears hearing aids but was admitted without them, and he uses reading glasses, which his daughter is bringing from home.
He appears alert, oriented, and cooperative but becomes visibly frustrated when trying to speak. When you enter his room for the morning assessment and medication administration, you notice that the TV is on loudly, the overhead lights are off, and his tray is untouched.



🧠 Critical Thinking Questions:
1. What are the primary communication barriers for Mr. Thompson?
2. What specific strategies can you use to effectively communicate with him, considering his hearing loss, vision impairment, and expressive aphasia?
3. What interventions would help reduce Mr. Thompson’s frustration while communicating?
4. What should you document in the care plan related to his communication needs?
5. How would you describe the location of food on Mr. Thompson’s tray to support his vision needs?
6. How would you verify that he understood the medication information you provided?

