
Searching PubMed 
 

• Google “PubMed” to get to the database (it is also listed in our 

class research guide under “Find articles”) 

• Enter your search in the search box and click Search (NOTE: 

in PubMed you do not need to use AND to combine terms). 

 

• When you get your list of results, use the filters on the left side of the screen to narrow your results to 

Free full text. You may also want to narrow your results to the last 5 years, so that you are looking at 

the most current information on your research topic. 

 

  

PubMed is a publicly accessible 

resource comprising more than 

23 million citations for 

biomedical literature from 

MEDLINE, life science journals, 

and online books. Many articles 

are freely accessible, but some 

must be purchased. Click on 

Free full text available to limit 

your results to free articles only. 



• Now click on the drop down menu by Display Settings, select Abstract, and click Apply. This will allow 

you to see the abstracts for each of the articles in your result list. 

 

• Here is what a result looks like. The Abstract will give you a good sense of whether or not a particular 

article will be relevant to your research. Click on the links at the bottom of the record to access the full 

text. 

 

This content was adapted from a resource on Canvas Commons “Introduction to Research” by Tacoma Community College 
Library is licensed under a CC BY-NC 4.0 license. 

Unlike most of the 

library databases at 

TCC, PubMed does 

NOT have a citation 

feature. Use the 

information at the top 

of the record (journal 

title, article title, 

authors, etc.) to create 

your APA citation. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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